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Magnet schools have a focused theme and 
are built on the foundation of the magnet 
school pillars: diversity, innovative curriculum 
and professional development, academic     
excellence, high quality instructional systems, 
and family and community partnerships. They 
use a "hands on - minds on" approach to 
learning while using state and district stand-
ards and vary the delivery of  instruction by 
teaching the standards within a theme. The 
Cedar Rapids Community School District    
provides parents with two elementary magnet 
schools of choice: Johnson STEAM Academy 
(JSA) and Kenwood Leadership Academy 
(KLA). Johnson STEAM Academy has a 
theme of STEAM (Science, Technology,     
Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) and  
Kenwood Leadership Academy has a leader-
ship theme with the Leader in Me philosophy 
as its foundation.

Magnet School Lottery
The Cedar Rapids Community School District 
believes in the value of neighborhood schools. 
Students who live within a magnet school 
attendance zone are allowed to automatically 
attend the magnet school. They are not 
required to enter the Lottery to attend the 
magnet school serving their neighborhood 
attendance area. If a student living outside of 
a magnet school attendance zone wishes to 
attend a magnet school, they need to enter 
the Lottery. If a student living outside of the 
CRCSD wishes to attend a magnet school, 
they need to apply for Open Enrollment by 
March 1st and apply for the Lottery. 

  Lottery Facts & Dates:

Online Lottery Application: 
  https://cedar-rapids.goodwinchoice.com

Open Enrollment Paperwork:
  http://bit.ly/IowaOpenEnrollment  

CRCSD Magnet Schools Webpage:
  http://www.cr.k12.ia.us/schools/magnet-schools/

Cedar Rapids Community School District
Elementary Lottery Timeline    

2017-2018
February 1, 
2017

CRCSD Elementary School Lottery 
opens

March 1, 2017
Open Enrollment Paperwork Due to 
both school districts

March 12, 
2017

CRCSD Elementary School Lottery 
closes at 11:59 pm

March 22, 
2017 CRCSD Elementary Lottery 
March 31, 
2017

Lottery paperwork due by 3/31/17 at 
4:00 pm to Magnet Schools

What is a Magnet School ? 

Non-Discrimination Policy
It is the policy of the Cedar Rapids Community School District not to illegal-
ly discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, 
religion, creed, age (employment only), marital status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, and socioeconomic status (students/program only) in its 
educational programs and its employment practices. 
There is a grievance procedure for processing complaints of discrimination. 
District employees with questions or a grievance related to this policy 
should contact Rodrick Dooley, Executive Director of Human Resources, 
rdooley@cr.k12.ia.us 319-558-2000. Students and others should contact 
Ken Morris, Jr., Manager of Student Equity/Title IX Coordinator, kmor-
ris@cr.k12.ia.us or Paul Hayes, Director of Learning Supports/504 Compli-
ance Officer phayes@cr.k12.ia.us 319-558-2000. The District mailing ad-
dress is 2500 Edgewood Rd NW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52405-1015.

Contact InformationTimes and Location:
Your child must be 3 and/or 4 by September 15, 
2019 to be eligible for the 2019-2020 school year. 
The Early Learning Preschool Program is offered 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday with 
two sessions each day. 

AM session: 8:50am to 11:50am
PM session: 12:50pm to 3:50pm

PRESCHOOL LOCATIONS ARE:
Arthur Elementary

2630 B Ave. NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52402
Cleveland Elementary 

2200 1st Ave. NW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52405
Coolidge Elementary

6225 1st Ave SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52405
Grant Wood Elementary 

645 26th St. SE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52403
Harrison Elementary

1310 11th St. NW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52405
Hoover Elementary 

4141 Johnson Ave. NW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52405
Jackson Elementary 

1300 38th St NW Cedar Rapids, IA 52405
Kenwood Elementary

3700 E Ave. NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52402
Nixon Elementary

200 Nixon Drive, Hiawatha, IA 52233
Taylor Elementary

720 7th Ave. SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404
Viola Gibson Elementary

6101 Gibson Drive NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52411
Wright Elementary

1524 Hollywood Blvd NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52402

Non-Discrimination Policy
It is the policy of the Cedar Rapids Community School District not to 
discriminate in educational programs on the basis of race, creed, 
color, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, gender identity, 
socioeconomic status, national origin, religion, disability, age (except for 
permitting/prohibiting students to engage in certain activities) or genetic 
information and in employment opportunities on the basis of age, race, 
creed, color, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, 
religion, disability or genetic information. There is a grievance procedure 
for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a 
grievance related to this policy, please contact Rod Dooley, Executive 
Director of Equity, (RDooley@cr.k12.ia.us), and/or Linda Noggle, 
Executive Director of Talent Management, (LNoggle@cr.k12.ia.us), 
Educational Leadership and Support Center, 2500 Edgewood Rd NW, 
Cedar Rapids, IA, (319) 558-2000.

2019-2020 Information

1/2019

EARLY
LEARNING

Cedar Rapids 
Community School District

EARLY
LEARNING

Cedar Rapids 
Community School District

319-558-2549
earlylearning@cr.k12.ia.us

Applying Information:
Applying for Preschool for the 2019-2020 
school year is ONLINE and is as easy as 1, 2, 3!
Your child must be 3 and/or 4 by September 
15, 2019 to be eligible for the 2019-2020 school 
year. Please note that families are responsible for 
transportation.
1.) Fill out a Preschool Application 
Go to http://www.cr.k12.ia.us/schools/how-to-
enroll/ and click on the green button. 
During the application process, parents will be 
asked to indicate their fi rst and second choice 
selections of preschool locations as well as a 
session time. You will need to provide:
• A copy of child’s Birth Certifi cate 
• Family Income Verifi cation (2 recent pay stubs 

or a letter of decision from DHS) if you wish to 
be considered for grant opportunities.

2.) Notice of Acceptance into Preschool 
Program

Families will be notifi ed by email as to whether 
your child was accepted or put on a waitlist.
3.) Complete District Registration 
If accepted, families will be prompted to secure 
their child’s placement by completing the online 
District Registration Form which will be LINKED in 
the notifi cation email mentioned above. 
• Please understand that enrollment is NOT 

FINAL until the District Registration Form is 
complete!

Preschool Next Steps
A current Immunization Certifi cate and Health 
Status Form (school physical) are both required 
prior to entrance into preschool. Completed forms 
will need to be turned into the school offi ce before 
the fi rst day of school.
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About our program:
Each class is led by a teacher licensed through 
the State of Iowa in Early Childhood Education, 
and each classroom is assisted by one or more 
paraprofessionals.
Our teachers use Creative Curriculum which is based on 
research in child development theory as the foundation 
of the teaching approach, the learning environment, 
and the roles of the teaching staff and family. This 
blueprint aids staff in planning and implementing a 
developmentally appropriate program that is effective 
in helping children acquire social competence and the 
skills they need to succeed as learners. The curriculum 
is guided by teachers’ ongoing assessment of children’s 
progress, and teaching staff work together to ensure 
the needs of each child is being met. Our philosophy is 
that children learn best by doing, which requires active 
thinking and experimenting to see how things work. 
Our goal is to help children become independent, self-
confi dent leaners.
This curriculum helps to identify goals these areas of 
development:
• Social/Emotional – to make friends, feel 

comfortable and build trust, develop independence 
and self-confi dence

• Cognitive – to develop learning skills to problem 
solve, ask questions, and use words to help them 
describe what they are learning and feeling.

• Physical – to develop small and large muscle skills. 
• Language & Literacy – to learn to communicate 

effectively and develop concepts children need to 
become competed and confi dent readers.

• Mathematics – to learn basic principles and 
concepts in number, geometry and measurement.

• The selection of toys, materials, lesson plans and 
the class daily schedule is designed to give your 
child a successful start to school.

• We use Teaching Strategies GOLD assessment 
program that has been selected by the State of 
Iowa to assist in monitoring children’s progress. 

4-Year-Old 
Preschool Program

Cedar Rapids Community School District offers two 
different funding sources for four-year-old children; 
Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program (SWVPP) 
and Shared Vision Funding. Children are eligible if 
they turn four on or before September 15, 2019.
We are proud to offer the Statewide Voluntary 
Preschool Program (SWVPP) for four-year-old 
children. The purpose of Iowa’s Statewide Voluntary 
Preschool Program is to provide an opportunity for 
children in the State of Iowa to enter school ready 
to learn by expanding voluntary access to quality 
curriculum-based preschool.  The allocation of funds 
for the Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program is 
intended to improve access to quality early childhood 
education and provide a predictable, equitable and 
sustainable funding method to increase the number of 
children participating in quality programs.  Therefore, 
the four-year-old preschool funds are intended to 
increase the number of children participating in 
quality programs. We have Statewide Voluntary 
Preschool Program (SWVPP) opportunities in 12 of 
our elementary schools:
Arthur Elementary
Cleveland Elementary
Coolidge Elementary
Grant Wood Elementary
Harrison Elementary
Hoover Elementary

What do children do?
In classes of 18– 20 with a teacher and associate, 
they will:
• paint, draw, and write. 
• run and climb. 
• play with blocks, water, sand, puzzles, and 

games. 
• listen to stories. 
• go on fi eld trips. 
• sing, talk, and cook.
• HAVE FUN!
• 

What do parents do?
Parents are their children’s fi rst and most 
important teachers.
Parents will:
• Provide daily transportation.
• Participate in home visits and conferences.
• Help in the classroom. 
• Get help with family needs. 
• Attend family activities. 
• HAVE FUN TOGETHER! 

The information from the assessment is used to 
help plan the instruction.

• Families will be responsible for transportation.
• The State of Iowa has developed Early Learning 

Standards that provide the foundation for our 
program.

• Our program meets IQPPS (Iowa Quality Preschool 
Program Standards) or NAEYC (National Association 
for the Education of Young Children) Standards.

Jackson Elementary
Kenwood Elementary
Nixon Elementary
Taylor Elementary
Viola Gibson Elementary
Wright Elementary

We also receive Shared Vision Funding which 
allows us to offer additional openings for four-
year olds that qualify based on income. These 
preschool spots are limited, and priority enrollment 
will be given to families that qualify as low-income. 
You must provide proof of income when registering 
to be considered for these opportunities. These 
Shared Vision Funded opportunities are in the 
following 5 of our elementary schools:
Cleveland Elementary
Harrison Elementary
Kenwood Elementary

Taylor Elementary
Wright Elementary

3-Year-Old 
Preschool Program

Cedar Rapids Community School District offers two 
different funding sources for three -year-old children; 
Tuition and Shared Vision Grant Funding. 
Children are eligible if they turn three on or before 
September 15, 2019.
We have 3-year-old Tuition opportunities in 10 of 
our elementary schools. Tuition is currently $300 a 
month. These are at the following buildings:
Arthur Elementary
Cleveland Elementary
Coolidge Elementary
Grant Wood Elementary
Hoover Elementary
We also receive Shared Vision Funding which 
allows us to offer tuition free preschool for a limited 
number of three olds that qualify based on income. 
You must provide proof of income when registering 
to be considered for these opportunities. These 
Shared Vision Funded opportunities are in the 
following 5 of our elementary schools:
Cleveland Elementary
Harrison Elementary
Kenwood Elementary
Taylor Elementary
Wright Elementary

Jackson Elementary
Nixon Elementary
Taylor Elementary
Viola Gibson Elementary
Wright Elementary


